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atthe forefront of something as

cutting-edge as small form factor
PCs. Hoojum Design has been selling
gorgeous little boxes for some years
now but, until recently, they were
based around VIA's EPIA platform, so
their performance was limited. When
Hoojum released the Pentium 4-
powered Cubit P4 in 2003, however,
the company took a big leap towards
the mainstream:.

The Cubit Sisanother stepin the
same direction, offering desktop
performance in an incredibly good-
looking package - a bit like the writer
of this review.

Like the Cubit P4, the Cubit5is
based around a Shuttle motherboard
- inthe case of our review sample, the
Intel 915G-based FB83 from Shuttle’s
SB83G5. Scan only sells the Cubit 5
pre-installed with the FB83, but the
chassis supports a wide range of
Shuttle boards from the FN41U
upwards, 50 you can use pretly much
any board and processor that you
want. Whenyou buy the Cubit 5, you
canask the company to use a specific
board in a ready-built system, oryou
can buy the kit for building it yourself.
Thisis anideal optionifyou happenta
own a compatible Shuttle towhich you
want lo give a unique facelift.

Building your own Cubit 5isn't for
the faint-hearted though. In fact, if
you buy the Cubit 5 pre-built, you'll be
hard-pressed to work out how to open
itupatall, asitisn't a conventional
chassiswith a few panels bolted on
the outside. The side panels, top and
base comprise one single aluminium
tube, with the front and back panels
bolted on.

The internals are mounted on
aluminium plates, which Hoojum
calls the Quickslot system. These
plates slide togetherto carryall the
companents, and then slide inside
the grooves on the outer tube. It's a bit
like the computing equivalent of IKEA
furniture; the end result is a small
form factor that weighs a ton and is
incredibly sturdy. However, without
the outer tube, the Quickslotinternals
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arevery flimsyindeed. The Cubit 5
is a system designed to be built once
and not tinkered with afterwards.
With Shuttle guts, the Cubit5's
features don't differ greatly from
the SB83G5 onwhich it's based. A
conventional Shuttle ICE heatpipe
system is used for CPU cooling, and
the much quieter 250W Silent X PSU
supplies the amps, keeping sound
pollution low. The system is noisy
when itinitially boots, but soon
becomes almost inaudible once the
ternperature control kicks in. As the
motherboard uses Intel's 915G
chipset, there’san LGA775
processorsocket, a 16x
PCI-E slot, integrated
GMA900graphicsanda
regular PCl slot. Only
standard DDR memoaryis
supported, not DDRZ, and,
asthe 915G chipset has

Heojum supplies the
standard Windows
XPMCE remote for
watching TV

The front panel
hasanintegrated
memory card reader
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been superseded bythe 945P, you
won't be able to use Intel's latest and
greatest dual-core CPUs, Our sampl
came with a 3.4GHz Pentium 4 550J
and 1GB of Corsair Value Select
PC3200 memory. With only twa DIMM
sockets available, there's no room to
add more memary:.

The Cubit 5 can accommodate one
ortwo hard disks, and our sample
came fitted with twin 120GB Maxtor
DiarmondMax Plus 9 S-ATA drives.
However, the chassis supports only
aslimline, slot-loading optical drive,
which, in practice, will probably
restrict you to Panasonic or Pioneer
drives. Our unithad Panasonic's UJ-
815A, but Hoojum now supplies the
UJ-845, which offers both dual-layer
writing and DVD-RAM support.

Both the PCI-E and PCl slots on
the FB83 motherboard are filled. A
PCI-E GeForce 6600 from XFX was
supplied to replace the on-board Inte
GMAZ00 graphics, while a Compro
VideoMate DVB-T200 has been added
to complement the Windows XP
Media Center Edition 2005 operating
syslem. The latteris a nice ‘best of
hoth worlds TV tuner. It doesn't have
the dual analogue and digital tuners
of the T300 [see Issue 23, p&7), butit
can capture video from analogue
composite and 5-Video sources,
which few DVB tuners can do.
Hawever, this is only available in
third-party applications, and not
MCE 2005 itself.

MCE 2005 comes with a remote
controland, usually, a separate USB
infrared receiver. Hoojum has cleverly
installed this internally at the froht of
the Cubit 5, soas nol to spoil the
syslem's looks. There are two
remotes aswell - the standard
Microsoft MCE one, plus one that .
comes with the Compro tuner.

The usual complement of front
audio, USB 2 and FireWire ports are
there, and Hoojum has taken the
sensible move of including a memory
card reader as well, which supports
the most common formats. With the
Shuttle internals, the Cubit 5 also
accepts Shuttle peripherals, such as
internalwireless networking. Thisis
also handyifyou ever need toreplace
components such as the PSU.
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Ifyou can buildyour |
own car from scratch
thenyoumightenjoy |
trying to upgrade |
some of the Cubit5's |
internal components |
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The chrome version
ofthe Cubitisa
surefirewayto
impress your mates
andit’s a capable

| performer too
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Another good score, aifﬁi{hgh the memory doesn't like
overclocking, as it slows the PC right down

Fast, small and shiny, but nat keen on overclocking
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The GeForce 6600 overclocks nicely, although it's pretty
mediocre otherwise
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